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judicial execution since 1988, highlighted both
the military’s brutality and its complete disin-
terest in negotiations. The coup brought the
previous power-sharing arrangement with the
civilian leadership to an unceremonious end.
Now the vast majority of the Myanmar people
have expressed a clear desire not to return to
the status quo ante.

Nineteen months after the coup, the military
junta has been unable to consolidate its
power. Wide swaths of Myanmar’s territory are
contested between the military and forces as-
sociated with the NUG or EAOs, and it can be
stated that the coup has failed. In areas along
the Thai border, EAOs like the KNU and the
Karenni National Progressive Patty (KNPP)
are working together, providing basic services
to the population, and showing what a future
Myanmar, in which different groups cooperate
rather than fight amongst themselves, could
look like if the country is able to shake off the
tyranny of the military.

As Myanmar’s future hangs in the balance,
external pressure on the military and support
for the resistance may well be the deciding
factor in the course of the conflict. The inter-
national community can, and should, do more
to help the Myanmar people to send the mili-
tary to the barracks and establish a federal
democracy. It should start with substantially in-
creasing its efforts to address the worsening
humanitarian crisis, intensifying its pressure on
the illegal junta through coordinated sanctions
and arms embargoes, and recognizing the
NUG as the legitimate authority in Myanmar.
The NUG, as well as aligned EAOs, should be
provided with funding and capacity building
programs on governance and federalism. But
action should be taken urgently. As Khin
Ohmar, Myanmar activist and Chair of Pro-
gressive Voice said during one of the IPI oral
hearings, “time is not our side”.

——
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Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, today | rise
to recognize and salute State Representative
Scott Sanford, a steadfast leader who has
faithfully served the constituents of Texas’
House District 70 over the past decade.

A proud Texas native, Mr. Sanford earned
his Bachelor and Masters degrees from Baylor
University prior to beginning his career as a
certified public accountant. In 1997, Scott
heeded a new calling by joining the ministry at
Cottonwood Creek Church in Allen, Texas,
where he currently serves as the Executive
Pastor.

In 2012, Sanford undertook a new mission
of service after being elected to Texas House
District 70, which encompasses the rapidly
growing Collin County cities of McKinney, Me-
lissa, Celina, Prosper, Anna, Princeton, and
Weston.

During his time in the Texas Legislature, he
has proudly held the positions of Texas GOP
Caucus Policy Chair during the 86th and 87th
Legislative Sessions and also served as the
Chairman of the Texas Prayer Caucus. Nota-
ble past committee assignments include the
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House Public Education Committee, Health &
Human Services Committee, Urban Affairs
Committee, Land & Resource Management
Committee, Juvenile Justice & Family Issues
Committee, and the Corrections Committee.
Rep. Sanford also currently serves on the
prestigious Ways & Means Committee, Insur-
ance Committee, and the House Administra-
tion Committee.

His proudest legislative achievements in-
clude the Pastor Protection Act, the Bonton
Farms Act, the Don’'t Pass the Trash Bill, and
the Freedom to Worship Act. For his many ef-
forts, he was recognized by Texas Values as
a “Faith & Family Champion,” by Texas CASA
with the “Big Voices for Little Texans” Award,
and by the Texas Conservative Coalition as a
“Courageous Conservative.”

Representative Sanford’s deep commitment
to his community and constituents is evi-
denced by his work as a member of the board
for Smiles Charity and Collin County Meals on
Wheels, as a member of the Rotary Club of
McKinney and the McKinney Chamber of
Commerce, and as a mentor to students in
McKinney Independent School District through
the REACH program.

Representative Sanford has truly fostered a
tremendous legacy of servant leadership. Now
as he prepares to begin a new season of life
alongside his wife, Shelly, it is with gratitude
that | ask my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in recognizing his
many contributions throughout his career in
public service while wishing him and his family
all the best in this next chapter.
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Mr. LOUDERMILK. Madam Speaker, | rise
today with mixed emotions as | recognize the
incredible contributions made to my office, and
this body, by a dedicated member of my staff.
Mr. Colin Carr was one of the first to join my
office in 2015 when | was a newly elected
member of Congress. At that time, Colin came
onboard as my first Legislative Correspondent,
where he excelled. | quickly recognized not
only his talents, critical thinking, and grasp of
the issues, but also his keen interest and in-
depth knowledge of legislative policy, espe-
cially in economics and the financial services
realm. As a result, he was soon promoted to
Legislative Assistant and then to Legislative
Director.

Colin’s deep interest in the financial services
sector proved to be crucial in 2017 when |
joined the House Financial Services Com-
mittee. As my legislative liaison on the Finan-
cial Services Committee, Colin not only helped
me to navigate the complexity of issues, but
he also inspired new legislative initiatives.
Colin led the effort to pass several bills in the
financial services sector, as well as those of
specific importance to the people of Georgia’s
11th Congressional District. Two of the bills
Colin helped champion were eventually signed
into law by the President, the Kennesaw
Mountain Battlefield Boundary Act and the
Building Up Independent Lives and Dreams
(BUILD) Act. Colin’s natural aptitude and thor-
ough understanding of the vital aspects of our
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financial systems are surpassed only by his
vigilant commitment to his faith, his family, and
our country. He is a wonderful role model for
young Americans willing to work hard to be
the best at what they do.

Colin is leaving the House of Representa-
tives to take a job in the private sector. As
Colin steps into the next part of his journey,
he will be greatly missed as a leader on our
team but will always remain a member of our
office family. We will carry a sense of pride in
knowing that he will undoubtedly build on the
foundation established over his years of serv-
ice in the House of Representatives. | am
blessed to have had such a dedicated and
motivated member of my team; and, while |
am happy for the success that awaits him in
the private sector, he will be greatly missed by
me, my office, and many others in the House
of Representatives.

| thank Colin for his service, and God
speed.

——
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Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
support of H.R. 7299, the Strengthening VA
Cybersecurity Act of 2022, to require the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to obtain an inde-
pendent cybersecurity assessment of informa-
tion systems of the Department of Veterans
Affairs.

According to the Department of Defense,
cyber criminals target victims in order to weak-
en U.S. supply chains, threaten national secu-
rity, and endanger the American way of life.

Although cyberattacks can potentially harm
all Americans, attacks against veterans are
especially problematic because of the vast
population of veterans and the amount of data
that is maintained about their service and ben-
efits.

In the United States, there are an estimated
18.5 million veterans.

Currently, there are 1.2 million active-duty
military members and 778,000 reserve forces.
More than half of active-duty personnel have
family member dependents.

Because there are so many veterans—and
future veterans—the data systems that man-
age their service records, salaries, health con-
ditions, and benefits provided to them and
their families must be maintained securely and
insulated from risk of being exposed, cor-
rupted, deleted, or held for ransom.

Just as veterans have served America, pro-
tecting our safety and freedoms, it is vital that
we protect veterans when they complete their
service, start a new chapter of their life, and
depend on our government to protect their
personal information and privacy.

The Department of Veterans Affairs stores
important material such as social security
numbers, health records, financial information,
and more. It is the Department’s responsibility
to protect and preserve veterans’ data for fu-
ture use and needs that the veterans may
have.

In 1973, a firestorm at the National Per-
sonnel Records Center in St. Louis, Missouri
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